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The King’s Speech
1. The historical background

Follow the links to find the missing names in the English Royal Family tree, starting from today’s Queen’s great-great grandmother:
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1:
 ____________________________________
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2: ____________________________________
3:_____________________________________
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4:_____________________________________
5: _____________________________________


5:
 __________________________

6: ___________________________

7: ___________________________
8:___________________________


9: _______________________
10: ______________________


11: ______________________

Note that, for example, King George V is pronounced George the fifth.
Write the full name of his second son: ________________________________________________________________ 

2. The movie
A- Watch the trailer and fill in with the missing elements.

	Time period
	

	How do you know?
	

	Main characters


	

	
	

	
	

	The setting 

(places you see)
	

	
	

	
	


Copy the lines that appear on screen (except the credits)
“Based on _______________________________________________________________________________”

“When his _______________________________________________________________________________”

“When the people _________________________________________________________________________”

“An ordinary man _______________________________________________________________________________”

B- The title
· Translating the title.
The film’s title in English is The King’s speech. The word speech  has two different meanings, both of which are discussed in the film. 
How would you translate the title?               [image: image1.png]1. A "speech" is a spoken/oral presentation in public.
The climax of the film is when the King gives a speech
encouraging his people to stand firm in the face of German
aggression in Europe.

2. "Speech” can also refer to the way in which a person speaks.
For example, Lionel Logue is a speech therapist, the plaque
outside his office says, “Lionel Logue, Speech Defects”. This
means he helps people who have speech defects (for example,
who lisp or who, like the king, stammer or stutter) rather than
necessaril coaching them to give speeches.

So the title refers both to the speech at the end of the film,
and to the king's manner of speaking/his “speech defect”)




C- The abdication crisis
You need a little historical knowledge to fully understand the film.

Fill in the following blanks explaining why Edward VIII abdicated in favor of his brother.

In ___________, a constitutional crisis in the British Empire was caused by King-Emperor Edward VIII's proposal to ___________ _____________ _____________, a twice-______________ American socialite.

The ___________ was opposed by the King's _______________ in the United Kingdom and the autonomous Dominions of the British Commonwealth. Religious, legal, political, and moral ______________ were raised. ___________________ was perceived to be an unsuitable _____________* because of her two _____________ _______________, and it was widely assumed by the Establishment that she was driven by ___________ of _____________ or position rather than ___________ for the King. Despite the opposition, Edward declared that he ___________ ________________ and intended to _________ her whether the ________________ approved or not.

The widespread unwillingness to accept ______________ as the King's ___________, and the King's refusal to _____________________ led to Edward's ______________ in _______________________________. He remains the only British monarch to have voluntarily ____________________the throne since the Anglo-Saxon period. He was succeeded by his brother Albert, who took the regnal name _____________. Edward was given the title His Royal Highness the ____________________________ following his _____________________, and he _____________________________________ the following year. They remained __________________________ until his death 35 years later.

*Wife or husband of a reigning sovereign
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D- The speech
This is the King's Speech which George VI broadcast to his people in Britain, and throughout the Empire, immediately after Britain's Declaration of War against Germany on September 3, 1939.

This is the text of that speech, which the King delivered standing up (even though his official portrait depicts him sitting down):


“In this grave hour, perhaps the most fateful in history, I send to every household of my peoples, both at home and overseas, this message, spoken with the same depth of feeling for each one of you as if I were able to cross your threshold and speak to you myself.

For the second time in the lives of most of us, we are at war.

Over and over again, we have tried to find a peaceful way out of the differences between ourselves and those who are now our enemies; but it has been in vain.

We have been forced into a conflict, for which we are called, with our allies to meet the challenge of a principle which, if it were to prevail, would be fatal to any civilized order in the world.

It is a principle which permits a state in the selfish pursuit of power to disregard its treaties and its solemn pledges, which sanctions the use of force or threat of force against the sovereignty and independence of other states.

Such a principle, stripped of all disguise, is surely the mere primitive doctrine that might is right, and if this principle were established through the world, the freedom of our own country and of the whole British Commonwealth of nations would be in danger.

But far more than this, the peoples of the world would be kept in bondage of fear, and all hopes of settled peace and of security, of justice and liberty, among nations, would be ended.

This is the ultimate issue which confronts us.  For the sake of all that we ourselves hold dear, and of the world order and peace, it is unthinkable that we should refuse to meet the challenge.

It is to this high purpose that I now call my people at home and my peoples across the seas, who will make our cause their own.

I ask them to stand calm and firm and united in this time of trial.

The task will be hard.  There may be dark days ahead, and war can no longer be confined to the battlefield, but we can only do the right as we see the right, and reverently commit our cause to God.  If one and all we keep resolutely faithful to it, ready for whatever service or sacrifice it may demand, then with God's help, we shall prevail.

May He bless and keep us all. ”  
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