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A webquest to learn more about the author, her time, style and novels.


Learn more about Jane Austen's time period. Then answer the following questions. http://www.janeausten.org/regency-period.asp
1. When did the Regency Period begin?
2. Why was King George III considered unfit to rule? What is an example of what he said that showed his "illness"? 
3. When Austen finished which novel, what did the Prince Regent give her the "honor" to do? 
4. When did the Prince Regent finally take the throne and what was his new title?

Learn about the addressing terms used back in Austen's time period  to answer the next 2 questions.
http://www.janeausten.org/rank-and-class.asp
5. How would you address the nobility and who belongs to this class?
6. How do you distinguish between a noble lady and a non-noble lady (the wife of a nobleman, but not born of nobility herself)?
B. Read the page about Jane Austen's life and answer the following questions.

1. Was Austen a publicly acknowledged writer when she was alive?
2. When and where was Austen born?
3. Who were Austen's brothers and what were their professions?
4. What was Austen's first mature work and when did she write it?
5. In 1809, to where did Austen move? Why is this considered the beginning of Austen's most productive period?
6. When did Austen die? What illness caused her death? What novel was left incomplete due to her death?

C. Find more information about her novels.
1. How old was Austen when she began Pride and Prejudice?
2. What was Pride and Prejudice originally called?
3. What year did Austen's father offer the Pride and Prejudice manuscript to a publisher and what happened?
4. When Sense and Sensibility was published, what was stated on the title page?
5. In 1803, Austen sold what draft to a publisher, but what actually happened to the manuscript?
6. What two novels were published posthumously?
Use this site to go further.
1. Which book was voted the British nation's top book?
2. Who played Fitzwilliam Darcy in BBC's Pride and Prejudice? What famous scene was he in?
3. What do experts say that makes Austen "stand out from other writers"?
4. There are some people who do not like Austen's works. Which 19th century romantic writers do they prefer?
5. Who wrote a screen play for Sense and Sensibility that made Austen more popular? What did this person win?
6. What two things are Austen's novels about and why do her books still interest us?
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