MARRIAGE A-LA-MODE
William Hogarth
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1) Find  information about William Hogarth, his life, work and time. You can use this site or this one to answer the question.

2) Marriage A-la-mode: find the titles of the 6 paintings/prints, study each painting carefully and try to anticipate: imagine the story of the 2 main characters, and guess what happened between each scene. You can use the links below each painting to understand them better.

3) Watch the video on the English site or here.


· Part 1: from the beginning to 1'50'': Hogarth and his time.

a) 18th century England and the beginning of the Industrial Revolution: what changes did this cause in the social classes? In the field of art?
b) What does this work of art denounce? Using what genre?

· Part 2: from 1'50" to 2'23": the characters and the topic.
Find the 4 main characters (Lord Squanderfield, his son, the wealthy merchant, his daughter) and the reason for this agreement.
· Part 3: Painting 1, from 2'23" to 4'00"
Useful words: a dowry (une dot), gout (la goutte), a mansion (un manoir), a knight (un chevalier), to squander (gaspiller), a counsellor (un avocat, un conseiller)
a) What does the Lord (on the right)want to show while pointing at the family tree? What does it betray of his character? Why is he shown suffering from gout?
b) What does the son's attitude reveal?
c) Who is Silvertongue? Explain the probable meaning of his name. Anticipate on his future role in the story.
d) Watch through the window: explain the link between the marriage agreement and the mansion being built.

· Part 4: Painting 2, from 4'00" to 6'38"
Useful words: gambling (jouer à des jeux d'argent), sniff (renifler), an accountant (un comptable), Cupid (Cupidon), knick-knack (bibelots bon marché), the mantelpiece (le manteau de cheminée)
a) The husband: what did he do during the night? How do we know?
b) The wife: what did she do during the night? How do we know?
c) What does music symbolize?
d) What does the accountant's presence show?
e) What do the knick knacks show of the couple's taste?
f) What does the painting behind the green curtain reveal? What does the naked foot symbolize?
g) Explain the symbols of the statue with a broken nose and the Cupid painting on the mantelpiece.

· Part 5: Painting 3, from 6'38" to 8'15"
Useful words: debauchery (débauche), skeleton (squelette), skull (crâne).
a) What do we immediately notice about the apothecary and his assistant? What is Syphilis?
b) What do we understand about the young Lord? What does this make us feel for him?
c) Identify various symbols of death. Do these people realize they're going to die? How do we know?

· Part 6: Painting 4, from 8'15" to 9'41"
Useful words: surrounded (entourée), a masked ball (un bal masqué), Zeus (Zeus!)
a) Describe what the Duchess is doing.
b) How do we know she's not a good mother?
c) Who is the man on the left?
d) What are the paintings on the wall telling us? Read this article about Zeus and his disguises.
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· Part 7: Painting 5, from 9'41 to 10'21"
Useful words: knees (genoux), forgiveness (pardon), impaled (empalé, transpercé), to flee (fuir), a sword (une épée), caught in the act (pris sur le fait), discarded (éparpillé)
a) Where does this scene take place? When? After what?
b) Describe what happened.

· Part 8: Painting 6 and conclusion, from 10'21" to the end.
Useful words: hanged (pendu), greediness (cupidité), the Thames (la Tamise)
a) What is happening to the Duchess? Why?
b) What do we notice about the child?
c) Analyze the father's attitude.
d) Find information about W.M.Thackeray here.
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e) Find what Tyburn is here.
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